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The�Greek�definition�of�beauty�was�a�by�product�of�the�tremendous�spirit�of�
competition�that�emerged�in�the�Archaic�Period�in�Greece.�Intellectuals�and�artists�
used�differing�definitions�of�beauty�as�a�way�of�increasing�the�cultural�capital�of�their�
patrons�and�sponsors.�
�
The�high�degree�of�social�stratification�in�Greece�also�contributed�to�entrenching�
beauty�as�one�of�the�key�desirable�qualities�in�men�and�women.�Integral�to�any�claim�
of�elite�status�was�the�quality�of�beauty.�This�situation�was�further�buttressed�by�a�
theological�view�that�saw�beauty�as�a�sign�of�divine�favour�so�that�internal�virtue�
could�be�read�from�external�appearance.�
�
The�key�element�to�the�long�lasting�success�of�Greek�notions�of�beauty�was�that�
beauty�was�not�something�that�existed�outside�of�discourse.�The�Greeks�didn’t�just�
produce�beautiful�objects,�they�also�talked�about�them�–�describing�with�excessive�
detail�the�qualities�that�made�them�beautiful�and�the�criteria�by�which�they�should�
be�judged.�The�Greeks�told�you�not�just�what�beauty�was,�but�also�how�to�achieve�it.�
It�was�this�move�towards�theory�that�accounts�for�the�importance�of�Greek�notions�
of�beauty�within�western�aesthetics.�
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